Filippo Brunelleschi

(1377 – April 15, 1446)
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Triptychon des Seligen Hl. Augustinus Novellus, linke Tafel, untere Szene: Augustinus erweckt das von einer Loggia gefallene Kind by Simone Martini, 1328
Art and Architecture prior to Brunelleschi

· Art of the 14th century (at least in Western Europe) by and large made limited use of perspective as we recognize it today

· Most art was liturgical in nature, and therefore symbolic

· Some elements of perspective were present: Objects in the background were smaller, but not by the right amounts

· Giotto di Bondone developed a system of perspective, but it didn’t work quite right (objects in the distance were too large)

Early Life

· Worked as a goldsmith

· Won a contract to co-create doors for the Baptistry of Florence with another artisan, Lorenzo Ghiberti.  Brunelleschi refused to share, and quit.

· Went to Rome to study the architecture and sculpture with his friend Donatello (this was during the schism, when Rome was not the shining light of the West)

Return to Florence

· Came back, experimented with perspective, and created his painting of the doors of the Baptistry (the same doors he refused to work on)

· Using a pair of mirrors, viewers could look at the doors of the Baptistry, and then the painting of the Baptistry, and claimed they could not tell the difference.

· Received commissions to construct the Church of San Lorenzo and the Foundling Hospital
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Santa Maria del Fiore

· Competition announced in 1418

· Supported by the Medici, Brunelleschi won the commission in 1423 and was put in charge (though he refused to tell the design committee how his design worked)

· Committee also hired Lorenzo Ghiberti to co-direct work with Brunelleschi (this time, Brunelleschi didn’t quit)

· Mostly completed by 1434

Architectural novelty

· Brunelleschi’s design required no scaffolding (until then all domes of the medieval era required scaffolding for construction)

· Used huge wood and stone chains wrapped around the outside to hold it upright

· Also invented a boat, cranes, war machines, and hydraulic works
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· Dome finished except for its top lantern at time of his death.  Lantern added in 1461.  Golden ball added in 1498.

Sources

My primary source was Brunelleschi’s Dome by Ross King (2001).

Wikipedia also helped jog my memory, provided some background on the art at the time, and provided some images

http://brunelleschi.imss.fi/it has useful information about the dome and was the source of many of the images

